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PEEL DEVIATION 
Grievance 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [9.44 am]:  My grievance is again on the Peel deviation.  Going back 
through Hansard, I have mentioned the minister’s lack of interest in the project on a number of occasions: I have 
asked questions in Parliament, and this is my third if not fourth grievance on the matter. 

Ms A.J. MacTiernan:  You’re directing it to the wrong person.  You should be directing it to your federal 
parliamentary colleagues.  They’re the ones who are monumentally uninterested.   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  I will come back to that point.   

The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has misled Parliament.  I do not like the word lied.  I believe it was 
something the minister said, again, without having full knowledge of the matter.  I have taken the interjection, as 
I would like it recorded.  The minister has a large portfolio in transport - with rail, bus and boating - planning 
and roads.  I realise that no-one, not even someone as gifted as the minister, can handle that portfolio efficiently; 
it is too big for anyone.  Mistakes must be made.  The minister is not superhuman and cannot handle every part 
of that portfolio and give the right priorities to issues that arise in Western Australia.  I indicate to the minister in 
a decent fashion that the people of Western Australia, particularly those in the south west, are intensely 
disappointed in her performance, mainly because of the lack of interest shown in the Peel deviation project.  As 
has been the case in question time in this House, the minister’s response is to blame the federal Government.  
Blaming the federal Government is an inefficient way of running for cover.  I remind the minister - 

Ms A.J. MacTiernan:  You dragged Mr Anderson down there.  What did he give you?  Absolutely zero.   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  The minister doth protest too much.  She is showing her incompetence with the project 
by shouting so early and jumping in.  There is no ploy.  When one gets older and has the wisdom to look through 
such things, one laughs at them.   

This grievance gives me a chance to remind the minister that the Peel deviation is the highest rated project in my 
electorate - higher than the rail link from Mandurah to Perth.  The growth in the area means that better transport 
and roads must be provided.  In 1996 the Peel region contained 65 000 people; in 2003, 81 000 people; and it is 
suggested that 115 000 people will be living in the Peel region in 2011.  These people use, and will continue to 
use, vehicles.  The south west is booming with its tourism associated with its vineyards, oceans, surfing and 
forests, which are attractions for people to come through the Peel region.  An increasing number of vehicles are 
using that route and the Peel deviation is an important requirement.   

As I mentioned earlier, no-one can handle the minister’s portfolio efficiently because it is too large.  The 
minister’s interests and energies are homed in on the rail link.  I can forgive the minister for sidelining this 
project and blaming the federal Government for a lack of funding.  I will prove that the minister has not done her 
job properly.  Interestingly, in its two years in office, this Government has not even thought about building a 
road in Western Australia.  However, the Court Government in its first term in office was able to extend the 
Kwinana Freeway down to Thomas Road, and in its second term it continued the freeway through to Safety Bay 
Road so that a four-lane highway was provided from Perth to Mandurah to cater for increased traffic.  Also, the 
Court Government put in the Dawesville deviation, which was a $15 million project extending over 
12 kilometres.  It was important because there was previously a fatality in that area once a year.  That 
Administration also extended the Narrows Bridge by four lanes to eight lanes.  All these latter projects were 
done in two years.  That Government also designed the rail track between Mandurah and Perth to be finished by 
2005.  That was not a bad effort for the minister who held the current minister’s portfolio.  All this minister’s 
energy has been devoted to the rail track, and nothing on roads.  The Peel deviation - the project that means most 
to me - has been repeatedly shelved.   

The minister has said that there is no federal money.  On Tuesday, 15 April, the minister said during question 
time -  

The federal Government has stated that it will not give the State any money under the roads of national 
importance program and that it is fully committed until 2005-06.   

That is an error; the minister is misleading the House.  The minister said also -  

There is no preparedness on the part of the federal Government to contribute to the road. 

Again that is an error; the minister is misleading the House.  The minister said also -  

. . . the federal Government has no intention whatsoever within the next decade of making any 
contribution to the road.   
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Again that is an error; the minister is misleading the House.  The minister is always trying to fuzz out of things 
when she is under pressure.  The minister is right.  I did take the liberty of using my own money to go to 
Canberra to meet with the federal minister.  I explained the situation.  I pointed out the number of vehicles that 
are using these roads.  The minister then agreed, with the help of the federal member for Canning, Don Randall, 
to come to Mandurah to have a look.  The Peel Development Commission, which is a government-organised 
bureaucratic system in that area, brought in the south west regional committee, which comprises 20-odd people 
who represent Bunbury, Collie, Harvey, Mandurah and Pinjarra, and it gave a briefing about the importance of 
the Peel deviation.  The minister then agreed that the money needed to be spent.  However, he said that a 
planning design, and an environmental clearance, must be submitted properly by this Government.  He then said 
that he would be prepared to top up the roads of national importance funding if the minister were to apply 
correctly.  I appeal to the minister to apply correctly.  The minister will get $50 million.  If the minister does not 
have the money to match that dollar for dollar because she has wasted it on the rail link and whatever, then admit 
it, but do not blame the federal Government, because the money is waiting there to be grasped.   

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.53 am]:  Obviously with age 
does not come wisdom.  We have heard absolutely nothing but complete and utter tripe from the member for 
Dawesville yet again on this subject.  I remind members that during the eight years that he was part of a 
Government, there was not so much as a single letter of request to the federal Government about the Peel 
deviation.  It did not even make it onto one of that Government’s many shopping lists to the federal Government.  
As I have said previously, in 2002 we made a 32-page application - the standard process for attracting roads of 
national importance funding - to the federal Government.  We received a letter back from Mr John Anderson, the 
Deputy Prime Minister.  I will quote it; it is not something that I have made up.  It states -  

 . . . funding under the RONI Program is fully committed at this time, with future allocations directed 
towards meeting the Federal Government’s election commitments. 

The federal Government has no election commitment to the Peel deviation.  We have listened to the rambling in 
this place and in the press from the member for Dawesville.  We have heard about the mythical $50 million.  
Therefore, we took this matter seriously.  We thought, okay, perhaps there is a bit of wisdom with age, because 
although we know what the Deputy Prime Minister has said to us in the past, notwithstanding that, the member 
for Dawesville and the federal member for Canning are racing around saying there is another $50 million to be 
had, so we wrote to the Deputy Prime Minister, and we said, in a letter dated 25 August -  

Notwithstanding your response, I understand the Federal Member for Canning, Mr Don Randall, MHR, 
has recently indicated that some $50 million of Federal funding could be available for this project in 
2004.  If the comments attributed to Mr Randall are correct, Western Australia would certainly be most 
interested in applying for funds under the RONI program or any alternative program in order to 
progress the much needed Peel Deviation.   

I would appreciate your confirmation that the additional funds are available and the program under 
which Main Roads Western Australia could apply for such funding assistance.   

The response was absolutely nothing.  We then tried again with the new federal Minister for Local Government, 
Territories and Roads, Senator Ian Campbell.  As I have said time and time again, we need to plan seriously for 
this project, which will cost over $200 million.  We wrote to Mr Campbell in October, and we said let us sit 
down together and work through a program, and identify a date when both of us can meet.  We have suggested 
that 2008 would be a realistic date for the project.  Again, the response was absolutely nothing.  In the meantime, 
because this project has been singled out and is required to be treated differently from any other project - 
previously we never had to do any detailed planning to get RONI funding - I have allocated $800 000 this year 
for detailed geotechnical work.  Of course, unlike the previous Government, we have been getting on with the 
job of acquiring properties.  To date we have acquired 10 properties worth in the order of $4 million, and that 
acquisition program is continuing.   

I want to address this absolute nonsense that we have not built roads.  As you would know, Mr Speaker, in the 
two and a half years that we have been in government, we have built Roe Highway stage 4; we have built Roe 
Highway stage 5; Roe Highway stage 6 is under construction and almost complete; we have started Roe 
Highway stage 7; we have commenced Tonkin Highway; we have almost completed stage 1 of the Tom Price-
Karratha road; we have built the Mt Magnet-Leinster road; the Geraldton southern transport corridor is under 
construction; and we have delivered to the people of Marble Bar, after 50 years of promises, the first sealed road 
from Port Hedland to Tom Price.  We have put in place some of the most magnificent and crucial road projects 
that are needed in this State.  It is true that we are not doing things like the duplication of the Narrows Bridge.  
We are not locking ourselves into absurd programs that are not needed.   

It is interesting that the member for Dawesville thinks that the rail project to Mandurah now is not really all that 
important.  I want to know what the member for Dawesville thinks about Mr Barnett - his leader - saying to the 
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business forums that the biggest mistake the Liberal Party ever made was committing to a rail project to 
Mandurah and that it now has a new plan.  That new plan is that the rail line will be built only to Thompson 
Lake, and when it has reached Thompson Lake the Liberal Party will then think about taking it to Rockingham; 
and when it has taken it to Rockingham, it will then think about taking it to Mandurah.  Tell us, member for 
Dawesville, what is the Liberal Party position?   

Mr A.D. Marshall:  Will you take an interjection? 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Wonderful!  Silence from the minister! 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  The member for Nedlands is such a wonderful person.  She is the most popular person 
in this House, on both sides of the Parliament.  She is an icon.   

The SPEAKER:  Order!    

Mr A.D. Marshall:  Will you give me a copy of the letters that you sent to Campbell and Anderson so that I can 
pursue why you did not get a response?   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I can short cut this.  I am more than happy to table both of those letters.  As I have said, 
this is a very big project.  I have been completely honest.  We will not have the money before 2008-09 to 
advance this project.  However, what we need to do is have a firm commitment.  This is such a huge project that 
we need to lock it in well in advance.  We can get up here and play this stupid game of taking pot shots.  It is a 
road that is needed.  It is a big project.  Let us work on a strategy that is capable of being delivered by both the 
State and federal Governments so that we can take this forward into the future and know what we are doing.   
 


